
July 23rd – Chisasibi 

Festival Time

On July 22nd, the film crew left Ottawa for James Bay, 
prepared for everything from bugs to bears. We were looking 
forward to seeing the wilderness of a James Bay summer.

Upon arrival in Chisasibi, the heat was intense. We looked 
forward to visiting the island of Fort George, where the 
Mamoweedow festival was already in full swing. 

The festival turned out to be a great filming opportunity as 
well as a wonderful learning experience. We shot footage of 
women doing crafts, men carving wood, traditional cooking, 
various games, the re-enactment of a traditional wedding, 
and square dancing. We also filmed various historic 
buildings and the picturesque landscape. 

Three of our hardy crew braved the elements to stay 
overnight in a teepee so that they could film a walking out 
ceremony at dawn. The little girl who was being celebrated 
captivated everyone with her regal bearing and calm 
demeanour. It was a great honour to be invited to capture 
the moment on film.

Interviews with various elders at the festival proved to be 
both educational and enlightening. The summer film tour 
was definitely off to a good start.
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July 26Th

a bird’s eye View

On Sunday, some of the crew boarded 
a helicopter to capture aerial footage of 
the Robert Bourassa Dam. 

On Monday, we were given a ground 
tour of LG1 and LG2. We were awed 
by the sheer size of the structures. 
Again, we are very grateful to everyone 
who helped by giving us access to 
the project. The footage is going to 
be impressive.

Robert Kanatewat and Chief Roderick 
Pachano were among the subjects 
to grant us interviews at this stage 
of our tour. Robert even acted 
as translator for us in our Joseph 
Pepabano interview.

July 29Th – WemindJi

a Warm Welcome

We started the day with a flat tire, 
but once we got rolling again, things 
shaped up for us. Wemindji is a lovely 
community with quaint buildings and 
beautiful surroundings. 

Beverly Mayappo, the cultural 
coordinator for Wemindji, was of great 
assistance as our guide during our stay. 

Interviews included conversations with 
Reggie Mark and former tally woman 
Daisy Atsynia.

We were also able to collect some 
archival photographs at this stop, which 
will be a great asset to our production. 

On Friday we took a 90-minute boat 
ride to the Old Factory gathering, 
with Fred Blackned as our guide. We 
put our Cree consultant Ian Diamond 
to work as our translator on more 
than one occasion, as we interviewed 
local people about their memories of 
growing up on the land. 

Our director of photography camped 
overnight on the island so that he 
could film the setting and lifting of 
nets, cleaning and smoking of fish 
and other activities at daybreak.

augusT 3rd – easTmain

stories of the elders

Cultural Director Jamie Moses was 
most helpful in gathering subjects for 
us to interview in Eastmain, including 
Chief Rusty Cheezo and elder Florrie 
Mark Stewart. It is important for us 
to get the perspectives of both the 
politically involved and the common 
person living on the land. We have 
been very successful in gathering all 
points of view on this tour. 

We rounded out our first day in 
Eastmain by filming a breathtaking 
sunset over the water.

Tuesday found us interviewing George 
Cheezo, a local tallyman, who was 
quite outspoken about issues relating to 
the environmental degradation of his 
trapline and the lack of respect for him 
as the tallyman by other hunters. 

We also spoke to Kenneth Gilpin, another 
passionate and articulate interviewee.
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In the early afternoon we headed out 
on the road to Nemaska, where we 
eventually had another flat tire. Clearly, 
we will have to equip our vehicles with 
thicker tires on our next trip north. 

augusT 5Th – nemaska 

The grand Finale

The people at Hydro-Québec were 
very accommodating to us in our 
explorations of the various sites and 
projects along the route. We toured 
and filmed the Rupert facilities 
including the spillway and dam, 
the Lemare River structure and the 
transfer tunnel. 

We capped off the day with a 
wonderful meal at Camp Nemiscau 
in the evening. 

On Thursday we drove to George 
Wapachee’s camp, where we 
interviewed George, his mother Sarah, 
his sister Alice and his wife Charlotte. 
George Wapachee helped us to 
interview his mother. 

Everyone has been so gracious in 
assisting us in every way possible on 
this trip. We are so grateful for the 
warm welcome that we have received 
every step of the way. 

In preparation for this film tour, we 
contacted the cultural coordinator 
for each community. These people 
provided guidance on what to film and 
whom to interview in each area. They 
provided background information that 
helped to shape the interview topics. 
In many ways, the Cree of James Bay 
are writing their own history, with 
our help. It is an honour to be part 
of this endeavour. 

On Friday the 7th, we were up in the 
air again, heading home and saying 
goodbye to Eeyou Istchee after another 
successful trip. 
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